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�K���D���RI ��KU����DE��V�D���E�JD���L�K�D��L��RLF��GD��G���S���E�U������������KLFK�
�DV�GLVFR��U�G�D���K��ER��R��RI �D��R�D��V��L�J�ER���KD��R�F��E��R�J�G��R��LV��U�
Rosetta�Cummings�of �the�En�eld,�NH�Shaker�community.��Mrs.�Carl�Weihman,�a�
native�of �Narbeth,�PA,�had�a�summer�camp�in�Bristol,�NH�and�according�to�her�
granddaughter�made�several�visits�to�En�eld�to�buy�old�things.�

In�the�last�several�years,�we�have�located�four�of �the�items�on�the�invoice—The��rst�
L�������K�V���L�K��L���D�G��L�����GUD��UV�L�VLG�����DV�GLVFR��U�G�L��D�FR���F�LR����DU�
Philadelphia.��In�Dec�2018,�it�was�purchased�by�ESM�and�is�now�on�display�in�the�
Rosetta�Cummings�exhibit.��The�third�
L�������D���GUD��UV��L�K�F�SERDUG�R���K��
top”,�is�still�owned�by�Mrs.�Weihman’s�
grand-daughter.�On�the��fth�line,�the�
V�FR�G�L�������DE���L���L�FK������DV�VR�G�
at�a�Willis�Henry�auction�in�2007�and�is�
now�in�a�private�collection.�However,�it�
�DV��K���DV��L�����KD��GU���R�U�JU�D��V��
L���U�V�����R�J��L�L�J��RR���DE����
E�FD�V�����KDG�RI�����R�G�U�G��K��
the�long�dining�tables�used�at�En�eld�had�not�yet�turned�up�at�auction.��The�answer�
turned�out�to�be�that�they�had,�but�none�with�a�correct�attribution.

�UR��R�U��RU���L�K�V��U�R�L��V�����������KD��L��
�K��GL�L�J�URR��RI ��K���U�D����R��������L�J��K�U��
��U��RULJL�D����IR�U��R�J�GL�L�J��DE��V���DG��IRU��K��
building�when�it�was��rst�occupied�in�1841.�In�“Fif�
teen�Years�in�the�Senior�Order�of �Shakers,”�former�
En�eld�brother�Hervey�Elkins�wrote�in�1852,�“The�
�DE��V�DU���R�J���KU���I����L���LG�K��SR�LVK�G�KLJK��
�L�KR���F�R�K��D�G�I�U�LVK�G��L�K��KL����DU��D�G��R�
tumblers.”�Henry�Cummings,�a�former�Shaker�Elder�
�UL�L�J�L���K��En�eld�Advocate�in�1906,�described�
�K��GL�L�J�URR��DV�KD�L�J�T�R����IR�U��R�J��DE��V��

which�each�seat�twenty�persons”.

About�the�time�that�Henry�Cummings�wrote�his�article�in�the�En�eld�Advocate��D�SKR�
tograph�was�taken�in�the�dining�room�of �the�Great�Stone�Dwelling.��In�it,�we�note�
V���UD��FKD�J�V�R�����KU���I�������J�K�GL�L�J��DE��V�U��DL��L���V����K���DE���D���K��
EDF��R���K��ULJK��KDV�E����F���GR����R�DFFR��RGD����K��L�V�D��D�LR��RI �D�VRDSV�R���
sink�with�running�water;�table�cloths�are�now�in�use;�and�there�are�signi�cantly�fewer�
chairs.��We�also�get�a�clearer�look�at�the�shape�of �the�arched�foot�on�the�tables�them�
selves.

What�ultimately�became�of �these�tables?
Continued�on�page�2.
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Dining�Room�table”�listed�on�the�Weighman�invoice�in�
September�1923�was�eventually�taken�to�Pennsylvania,�where�
it�was�used�as�a�display�table�in�Mrs.�Weihman’s��ower�shop�
and�remained�in�the�family�until�her�death�in�Nov�1975.�At�
this�point�we�have�no�idea�where�the�Weihman�table�is�locat�
ed,�or�even�if �it�still�exists�in�its�original�form.��Nevertheless,�
three�En�eld,�NH�Shaker�dining�tables�have�come�to�auction�
in�recent�years.

Jerry�Grant�(Shaker�Museum|Mt�Lebanon)�discovered�an�ar�
ticle�that�appeared�in�“Antique�Collecting”�magazine�in�1978:�
“Manhattan�Dealer�is�High�Bidder.��Like�a�private�collector,�
museums�occasionally�have�reason�to�part�with�a�signi��
cant�piece�of �their�collection.��Such�was�the�case�recently�
when�the�Winterthur�Museum�offered�their�21’��6�1/2”�long�
�KD��U��DE����R�D�V���F��G�JUR�S�RI ���V���V��FR���F�RUV�D�G�
dealers.��In�a�sealed�bid�mail�offering�to�the�highest�bid�
G�U���K����V����RS���G�D����UL�����ELGV�L��R����L���VV�G�
session.��This�method�of �bidding�seemed�more�than�fair�and�
���SDU�LF��DU���FR����G��K����V����IRU�L�F��GL�J�D��LT��V�
dealers�in�the�offering.��New�York�art/antiques�dealer,�John�
�RUGR��RI ��K��-RK���RUGR���D���U���DV��K��V�FF�VVI���KLJK�
bidder�on�the�table.”

In�a�2014�email�Leah�Gordon,�John�Gordon’s�widow,�recol�
��F��G��KD���K���KDG�R���G�D��DUJ���KD��U��DE����KD���K���VR�G�
to�Adelaide�de�Menil�and�Ted�Carpenter.�We�were�able�to�
trace�much�of �this�table’s�history�using�documents�gener�
ously�provided�by�Sotheby’s.�We�received��copies�of �invoices,�
correpondence�between�Winterthur�and�Sotherby’s,�acces�
sion�sheets�from�the�de�Menil/Carpenter�collection,�and�a�
photgrpah�of �the�table�from�1978.

I�am�delighted�to�report�that�the�de�Menil�trestle�table�is�
�R��L���K��FR���F�LR��RI �
ESM�and�on�exhibit�in�
�K���L�L�J��RR��RI ��K��
Great�Stone�Dwelling.�
�K���DE���LV�FR�V�U�F��G�
entirely�of �yellow�birch.��
�K���RS���DV�U�V���DF��
ly�21�feet�6�inches�long�
by�35�inches�wide,�made�
�S�IUR����R�ERDUGV��KD��
DU���RL��G��L�K�D�I����

length�spline�joint.��The�two�boards�are�of �unequal�width,�
which�means�that�the�spline�joint�is�slightly�off-center.�
Now�let’s�consider�the�second�table:�In�Nov�1994,�at�an�auc�
tion�in�Sturbridge,�MA,�Willis�Henry�offered�as�Lot�80�a�tres�
tle�table�described�as�“Birch�two-board�top,�retains�original�
�nish,�rounded�corners,�three�cherry�trestles�with�chamfered�
VKDI�V��GR�E���SL���G�L��R�VL�S���DUFK�G�EDV��D�G�IRR���G��
acquisitioned�from�Winterthur�Museum,�1994,�originally�sold�
to�H.�F.�duPont�by�Edward�Ford,�Marsh�eld,�MA,�dealer�
who�purchased�directly�from�the�Shakers�of �Canterbury,�NH

in�late�1920’s.”��The�table�measured�21�feet�5�inches�long�by�
36”�wide.��It�was�29�1/8”�in�height.��

Although�the�table�did�not�sell�during�the�auction,�it�sold�
afterwards�to�theatre�historian�Stefan�Brecht.��Brecht�died�in�
2009�and�in�2013�Will�Henry�arranged�the�sale�of �the�table�
to�Philippe�Segalot,�a�New�York-based�private�art�dealer.�It�is�
presently�located�in�Segalot’s�Paris�apartment.

Let’s�now�consider�the�third�table.�In�Oct�1985,�Skinner�Auc�
�LR���UV�K��G�D��D�F�LR��D��D���U���DUJ��KR���L����R�F�V��U��
MA�known�as�Stillington�Hall.��The�mansion�had�been�built�
in�1926�by�Col.�Leslie�Buswell.�A�1967�photograph�from�
�K��Boston�Globe�shows�a�former�ballroom�in�the�house.��It�
features�a�long�table�that�was�used�by�the�family.�In�fact,�this�
is�the�last�of �our�three�En�eld�Shaker�dining�tables.

The�auction�catalog�listed�as�Lot�257�a�“Shaker�Maple�Com�
munity�Table,�possibly�New�Hampshire,�mid-19th�century,�
�K��U�F�D�J��DU���R�ERDUG��RS��L�K�UR��G�G�FRU��UV��U�V�V�
on�three��at��ange�arched�legs�(originally�with�six�drawers�
under�top,�three�drawers�missing).”��The�table�measured�21�ft�
3�in�long�by�35�in�wide,�made�up�from�two�boards�that�quite�
clearly�have�parted�at�the�middle�joint.��

The�successful�bidder�for�the�Stillington�Hall�dining�table�was�
a�collector�of �American�decorative�arts�from�Shelburne�Falls,�
MA—Bill�Cosby.��It�remains�in�the�Cosby�collection�today.

And�that�completes�the�Tale�of �Three�Tables—except�for�
one�unanswered�question:�how�is�it�possible�that�Winterthur�
actually�owned�and�deaccessioned�two�En�eld�dining�tables?�

Eldress�Josephine�Wilson�wrote�in�her�diary�on�Aug�6,�1924,�
“Eld[er]�Arthur�goes�to�En�eld�by�train�to�meet�Mr.�Ford�
from�Marsh�eld�who�wants�to�buy�the�long�Dining�Room�
tables�at�that�place.”�On�the�same�day,�Brother�Irving�Green�
wood�wrote�in�his�diary,�“Richmond�takes�Arthur�to�Concord�
early�this�morning.��He�meets�Mr.�Ford�an�antique�collector�
&�[they]�go�up�to�En�eld�on�the�early�train.��Mr.�Ford�buys�
dining�room�tables�&�some�other�old�things.”�In�fact,�Ed�
ward�C.�Ford�was�not�an�antique�collector,�but�an�established�
antique�dealer�from�Marsh�eld,�MA.��According�to�Willis�
Henry,�who�has�located�the�Edward�Ford�Journals,�in�a�letter�
he�wrote�to�Robert�Trent�at�Winterthur,�Ford�purchased�two�
long�En�eld�dining�tables�from�the�Canterbury�Shakers�and�
sold�them�to�H.�F.�DuPont.�The�tables�were�not�immediately�
accessioned�into�the�Winterthur�collection.

One�of �the�dining�tables�was�accessioned�in�1965.�This�was�
the�table�deaccessioned�in�1994�and�sold�by�Will�Henry,��rst�
to�Stefan�Brecht�and�second�to�Philippe�Segalot.�The�only�
record�that�Winterthur�appears�to�have�of �the�second�table�
DSS�DUV��R�E��D�SKR�RJUDSK��S�UKDSV�FLUF��D��G�E�IRU���K��
sealed�bid�sale.��This�was�the�table�sold�in�1977�to�John�Gor�
don,�then�to�Adelaide�de�Menil�and�Ted�Carpenter,�and�in�
2019�to�En�eld�Shaker�Museum.��Make�sure�to�stop�by�and�
see�the�table�on�your�next�visit�to�the�Museum.


