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About the Enfield Shaker Community
Nestled in a valley between Shaker Mountain and Mascoma Lake, in Enfield, New
Hampshire, the Enfield Shaker site has been cherished for over 200 years. Atits peak
H in the mid-19th century, the community was home to three "Families" of Shakers.
e ttk They practiced equality of the sexes and races, celibacy, pacifism, and communal
i ownership of property. The Shakers farmed over 3,000 acres of land, educated
children in model schools, and worshipped in the "Shaker Way."

The Enfield Shaker Museum is an educational institution dedicated to interpreting and
preserving the history of the Shakers of Enfield, New Hampshire.

Greetings from the ESM President
Welcome to the Enfield Shaker Museum’s 2022 Spring Shaker Forum.

We are so happy to have you back on the campus for an in-person event! We have missed
the lively discussions, interesting points-of-view, and general camaraderie that the Shaker
Forum has always provided.

It is the Museum’s intention to provide a platform for Shaker scholars and enthusiasts to
be part of a significant educational endeavor focusing on the fascinating history and
culture of the Shakers. Your participation provides depth and meaning to our existence as
a Museum and place of learning.

I certainly hope that you find this weekend to be informative, thought provoking and thoroughly enjoyable. I look
forward to welcoming each of you personally.

Thank you.
Carolyn A. Smith, President
Greetings from the Education Coordinator

I would like to welcome all of you to the Enfield Shaker Museum’s 2022 Spring Shaker Forum.
The overall goal of the Forum is to bring together a group of Shaker scholars and enthusiasts
the hopes of sharing the latest in research. Annually, we have seen the presentation of insightful
works on the Shakers by an assortment of leading scholars.

¢ The dedication of those in the field of Shaker Studies has allowed this field to remain dynamic.
Today’s scholars have continued to devote themselves to the discovery and greater accessibility
of Shaker primary source material. This devotion will allow for the continuity of Shaker
scholarship in the future.

For this year’s Spring Shaker Forum, we have a full weekend of programs including two keynote addresses and nine
individual presentations. I wish everyone the best and look forward to spending time with attendees at this year’s
event.

Thank you,

Kyle Sandler, Education Coordinator



At-A-Glance Schedule
Enfield Shaker Museum
2022 Spring Shaker Forum

[ Dining Room l Meeting Room I Gift Shop Café

Friday, April 22

1:00 pm — 2:00 pm Registration

2:00 pm — 3:00 pm Good Foundations: Early Hancock
Shakers and the Laundry & Machine
Shop — Jeffrey Brace

3:00 pm — 4:00 pm The Picturesque Shakers — Robert
Emlen

4:00 pm — 4:15 pm Break

4:15 pm —5:15 pm Shaker Meeting Houses of the West:
Doing Their Own Thing — Gerald
Brewington

5:15 pm — 6:00 pm Welcome Reception

6:00 pm — 7:30 pm Dinner

7:30 pm Special Presentation: How do you know
that? Finding the foundation
manuscripts for Beech Hill... — Galen
Beale

Saturday, April 23

8:00 am — 8:45 am Breakfast

9:00 am — 10:00 am Henry Blinn’s Museum: A Shaker
Cabinet of Curiosities — Rebecca Soules

10:00 am — 11:00 am Animism, Animals, and Agriculture —
Linda Johnson

11:00 am — 11:15 am Break

11:15 am — 12:15 pm For the Benefit of Believers Only —
Kerry Hackett

12:15 pm — 1:15 pm Lunch

1:15 pm — 2:15 pm Shaker Ephemera: What is it? Where is it
found? What use is it — M. Stephen
Miller

2:15 pm — 2:30 pm Break

2:30 pm — 4:00 pm State of Shaker Studies Roundtable —
Stephen Paterwic and Glendyne
Wergland

4:00 pm — 5:00 pm Break

5:00 pm — 6:00 pm Cocktail Hour

6:00 pm — 7:30 pm Dinner

7:30 pm Special Presentation: Visionary, Teacher,
Mother: Revisiting our Relationships
with Mother Ann — Sharon Koomler

Sunday, April 24

8:00 am — 8:45 am Breakfast

9:00 am — 10:00 am Celibacy and Sexual Scandal
in Shaker Novels — Richard Marshall

10:00 am — 11:00 am Holes in the Fabric of a Shaker Village —
Ned Quist

11:00 am Closing Remarks

11:00 am — 3:00 pm Checkout

* Dute to the possibility of unforeseen events, Enfield S haker Museuns reserves to the right to alter this schedule if necessary.




Schedule of Events
Enfield Shaker Museum
2022 Spring Shaker Forum

Friday, April 22
1:00 pm — 2:00 pm Registration, G Shop

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm Good Foundations: Early Hancock Shakers and the Laundry & Machine Shop,

Jeffery Brace

One of twenty-two buildings at Hancock Shaker Village is the Laundry and Machine Shop. The present structure of the
Machine Shop appears to be an addition to an eighteenth-century colonial farmhouse, used by the new Shakers from 1780
to 1790 as a family farmhouse and as late as 1820 as a workshop or Ministry residence. This talk will use primary source
documents and maps to create a timeline for the use of this building as it moved from colonial farmhouse to a communal
residence and workspace.

3:00 pm — 4:00 pm The Picturesque Shakers, Robers Emlen

The way the Shakers were pictured in the popular illustrated press was transformed by commercial photography in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century. For almost half a century, worldly artists had been coming to Shaker villages and
quietly sketching what they observed without intruding on the scene but starting in the 1870s visiting photographers
began to create their own interpretations of Shaker life by posing Shaker brothers and sisters in carefully composed views.
The brothers and sisters now portrayed in these photographic images had become “picturesque” Shakers.

4:15 pm — 5:15 pm Shaker Meeting Houses of the West: Doing Their Own Thing, Gerald Brewington

A central element in any Shaker Village was the meeting house, normally located in the Center or Church Family.
Numerous scholarly studies have been written in the past fifty years about individual meeting houses within societies or as
a group when related by common design themes. However, the meeting houses associated with the western societies have
received little to no attention in scholarly publications. This presentation will provide an overview of these western
meeting houses.

5:15 pm — 6:00 pm Welcome Reception, Meeting Roow
6:00 pm — 7:30 pm Dinner, Dining Room

7:30 pm Special Presentation: “How do you know that?” Finding the foundation manuscripts for Beech Hill,
the Reconciliation of Hervey Elkins and the Shakers, Galen Beale

This talk will describe the almost 15 years it has taken to find, read, and finally write about the newly uncovered
manuscripts written by the former Enfield Shaker Hervey Elkins and his family. These include Hervey Elkins’ first journal
as an apostate, started on the day he left the Enfield Shakers, as well as numerous journals written by his son Wendell
Elkins, and a collection of Elkins family letters spanning many generations.

Saturday, April 23
8:00 am — 8:45 am Breakfast, Dining Room

9:00 am —10:00 am Henry Blinn’s Museum: A Shaker Cabinet of Curiosities, Rebecca Sonles

With the death of Elder Henry Blinn in 1905, the Canterbury Shakers lost a lynchpin of their community. For more than
sixty-five years, Blinn had trelessly served his community: teaching school, printing books, and editing The Manifesto,
mentoring younger generations of Shakers, and fostering an interest in instrumental music. Additionally, from 1860 until
his death, Blinn collected hundreds of artifacts, from Shaker relics to geologic specimens, creating Canterbury’s “Shaker
Museum.” In this presentation, Rebecca discusses not only the collection, but also its context within the wider world of
nineteenth-century America.



10:00 am — 11:00 pm Animism, Animals, and Agriculture, [ inda Johnson

Distinguished from outside of their community, many Shakers broached the idea of an animistic universe, that all life,
including plants and animals, were sentient beings. Manuscripts, journal entries, poetry, and even a table monitor served
as ongoing reminders of how animals should be treated according to Christian ethical norms. This paper examines the
Shakers’ views of animals and analyzes Elder Frederick Evans’ interpretation of biblical texts to implement a vegetarian
diet and promote animal advocacy for over a decade within the Shaker community.

11:15 am —12:15 pm  For the Benefit of Believers Only: The Remarkable Odyssey of 30 Medical Receipts,

Kerry Hackett

Deep within the vault of the library at Sabbathday Lake, Maine, lies a book of medical receipts attributed to Alfred Shaker
Joanna Barnes (1826). The contents appear similar to other Shaker infirmary collections but include an interesting
admonition that the preparations cannot be shared with those outside of the community. Kerry investigates this topic and
this curious manuscript against the backdrop of the highly competitive and largely unregulated early nineteenth-century
medical marketplace.

12:15 pm — 1:15 pm Lunch, Dining Room

1:15 pm — 2:15 pm Shaker Ephemera: What is it? Where is it found? What use is it?, M. Stephen Miller

Ephemera is printed material intended for one-time or short-term use. Shaker ephemera may be found almost anywhere.
The fact that it is, by definition, short lived means that only a tiny fraction of it has survived to this day. One might say
that it sowed the seeds of its own destruction. And yet nearly every Shaker museum holds some amount of it. This talk
will discuss the importance of ephemera and how it illustrates the economic life of Shaker communities.

2:30 pm — 4:00 pm State of Shaker Studies Round Table, Stephen Paterwic and Glendyne Wergland

Join moderators Stephen Paterwic and Glendyne Wergland for a discussion of the state of Shaker studies. How was
Shaker history presented over time? How is the scholarship of the early twentieth century different from today?
Discussion themes will include Shaker historiography, demythologizing the Shakers, and biography.

5:00 pm — 6:00 pm Cocktails
6:00 pm — 7:30 pm Dinner, Dining Room

7:30 pm Special Presentation: Visionary, Teacher, Mother: Revisiting our Relationships with Mother Ann,
Sharon Kooniler

While women held little stature in eighteenth-century England, a young woman named Ann Lee came to prominence as
the spiritual lead in a movement that came to be known as the United Society of Believers in Christ’s Second Appearing,
more commonly called Shakers. Just who was Ann Lee? Who do the Shakers say she was? How did the outside world
describe her? Who do you think she is?

Sharon Koomler will provide an illustrated presentation to help answer these questions. Registrants will be provided with
access to an electronic copy of the 1816 Testmonies in hopes participants will read a little, perhaps choose a favorite
passage to share, so that they can activity participate in a discussion. Let's take a closer look at this remarkable woman
who created meaningful community.

Sunday, April 24
8:00 am — 8:45 am Breakfast, Dining Room

9:00 am — 10:00 am Celibacy and Sexual Scandal in Shaker Novels, Richard Marshall

A poem by Shaker poetess Hortency Hooser, “Love is God, God is Love” extols the “pure love” found at Kentucky’s
Pleasant Hill among the brothers and sisters. Many writers of Shaker novels and short stories draw a very physical
interpretation of the love described in countless Shaker poems and songs. This presentation examines how these fictional
authors suggest that the phrase “pure love” could refer to a heightened sexuality that pervades Shaker communities, a
condition ironically engendered, so the stories suggest, by the sect’s tenets of celibacy.



10:00 am — 11:00 am Holes in the Fabric of a Shaker Village, Ned Quist

The Shakers at every community treated their buildings as functional spaces. They built, razed, moved, or repurposed
them as needed. Harvard was no exception. This talk will focus on three buildings which no longer exist: the “First
House,” the main dwelling of the Church Family; the so-called “Rural Home,” the grand brick dwelling of the North
Family, and the “Brick shop™ of the South Family. I will use a combination of period photographs, maps, and the words
of the Shakers themselves as found in their diaries and account books to tell the story of each building’s purpose, use, and
function.

11:00 am Closing Remarks, Shirley Wajda

11:00 am — 3:00 pm Checkout, Gift Shop

2022 Spring Shaker Forum Keynote Speakers

Galen Beale has written extensively on Shaker herbs and poplarware. She has recently published Beech Hil, zhe
Reconciliation of Hervey Elkins and the Enfield Shakers which follows five generations of the Elkins family as they came and
went from the Shakers. It is an intimate story of the relationships of the Shakers and their apostates revealed in newly
uncovered journals and letters.

Sharon Duane Koomler is a Shaker scholar, small farmer, and traditional letterpress printer living in upstate New York.
She has academic degrees in American History and Folklore from Indiana University and Western Kentucky University.
Sharon has worked at Shaker museums from Kentucky to New Hampshire as an educator, curator, consultant, and
director. She has written and published on Shaker material culture and spirituality, and lectured widely on Shaker art, life,
and belief.

2022 Spring Shaker Forum Presenters

Jeffrey Brace is beginning his twelfth year as an historical interpreter at Hancock Shaker Village in Pittsfield, MA. A
Stevens School of the Bible graduate, he served in volunteer ministry for fifteen years. Beyond hourly factory work, he
has been a business owner, a restoration carpenter, a warehouseman, a performer, and a printer.

Gerald Brewington was born and raised in Miami and attended the University of Florida where he obtained both his
Bachelor of Design degree as well as a Master’s in Architecture with a specialization in Historic Preservation. He worked
for the New York State Historic Preservation Office for eight years (1988-1996) and it was during this time that he
acquired his interest in the Shakers, especially as related to both architecture and material culture. He currently works as a
Senior Planner for Alachua County in Gainesville

Robert Emlen recently retired as University Curator and Senior Lecturer in the Department of American Studies at
Brown University, where he was responsible for the artworks and historical properties that furnish the Brown campus,
and where for 32 years he taught “Topics in Material Culture Studies.” He is a former Associate Curator of Decorative
Arts at the Museum of Art of the Rhode Island School of Design and is currently a Fellow of the Massachusetts
Historical Society. His published works about the material culture of Shaker life include books and articles about Shaker
architecture, landscape, fumiture, woodenware, prints and drawings.

Kerry Hackett has been a Medical Herbalist for more than two decades and holds a Master of Science degree from the
University of Central Lancashire (UK). Her current doctoral dissertation, entitled "Shaker physicians, medical treatments
and recipe collections at the New Lebanon Church Family, New York: 1774-1861," is due for completion this year. Kerry
has published widely on herbal medicine and has had two articles on Shaker medical practice published in Awerican
Communal Societies Quarterly. In addition, she received the Faith Andrews Fellowship from Winterthur in 2015 and has
presented at a number of Shaker conferences.



Linda Johnson, Ph.D., is Curator of Hancock Shaker Village. Prior to her arrival at Hancock Shaker Village, she held
various curatorial positions at the Detroit Institute of Arts and Michigan State University. She is on the faculty in the
Department of Art History at the University of Michigan—Flint and an adjunct professor at the Massachusetts College of
Liberal Arts. Her present book .Arz, Ethics and the Human-Animal Relationship, was published by Palgrave-Macmillan in
October 2021.

Richard Marshall holds a Ph.D. in English from Purdue University. Rick taught American literature and composition at
the University of Indianapolis until he retired last June. He also directed the Writing Lab on the Ulndy campus. One

course he taught numerous times was “Utopias in American History and Literature,” a travel course that visited Pleasant
Hill.

Steve Miller has collected Shaker ephemera for the past forty-five years. His collection of 14,000 items is now housed at
Hamilton College, Clinton, NY. Steve is the author most recently of From Shaker Lands and Shaker Hands and Inspired
Innovations: A Celebration of Shaker Ingenuity. Both were published by University Press of New England.

Ned Quist is a retired academic librarian formerly employed by Johns Hopkins University and Brown University. Upon
retirement, Ned has focused his efforts on studying the Shakers and building and repairing furniture in his basement. He
lives with his wife Alice, two dogs, and a cat in Warwick, RI.

Rebecca Soules is the Curator of Collections at Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill in Kentucky. Prior to that, she worked at
Canterbury Shaker Village as the Interpretation Manager. Her research interests focus on the material culture of the
Shakers, partcularly during the late 1800s and early 1900s.

2022 Spring Shaker Forum Round Table Moderators

Stephen ]J. Paterwic, a retired math teacher, grew up near the former Enfield, Connecticut Shaker society. He is the
author of a number of books and many articles on the Believers. His latest full-length book is The Shakers of Enfield,
Connecticut, 1780-1968 published by Richard W. Couper Press. The Forum marks his 75th formal presentation on the
Shakers.

Glendyne Wergland is an independent Shaker scholar. She has published several books on the Shakers including Sésters
in the Faith: Shaker Women and Equality of the Sexes and One Shaker Life: Isaac Newton Youngs, 1793-1865. She has also edited
several works including History of the Shakers at New Lebanon by Isaac Newton Youngs, 1780-1861 and Shaker Autobiographies,
Biographies, and Testimonies.
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