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Welcome to the 2024 Spring Shaker Forum. 

Since the beginning of  the field of  Shaker Studies in the early-twentieth century, the discipline has evolved and 
become reinvigorated. Every year, we learn more about these fascinating people, their way of  life, and the So-
ciety that they built. From its initial development in the world of  antique and manuscript collecting to the most 
recent cutting-edge research, the world of  Shaker Studies remains vibrant.

The primary goal of  the Shaker Forum is to bring together a group of  researchers and enthusiasts with similar 
passion for the Shakers to share the latest information. Though we may not have the same research interests 
or visions of  Shaker historiography, we all retain a belief  that the Shakers can inform and inspire new ways of  
thinking even in the twenty-first century.  

Whether you are a presenter or attendee, your participation allows for sharing of  research, exploration of  new 
interests, and an opportunity to engage in lively discussion.

It is the Museum’s intention to provide a platform for Shaker scholars and enthusiasts to be part of  a significant 
educational endeavor focusing on the fascinating history and culture of  the Shakers. Your participation provides 
depth and meaning to our existence as a Museum and place of  learning.

We hope that you find this weekend to be informative, thought provoking and thoroughly enjoyable!

The Enfield Shaker Museum is an educational institution dedicated 
to interpreting and preserving the history of  the Shakers of  Enfield, NH.



At-a-Glance Schedule
Enfield Shaker Museum
2024 Spring Shaker Forum
Friday, April 19, 2024

1:00 - 2:00 pm	 Registration and Check-in 	 Gift Shop
2:00 - 3:00 pm	 Prismatic Utopia: An Exploration of  Shaker Uses of  Color	 Meeting Room
	 Brece Honeycutt
3:00 - 4:00 pm	 The Gospel According to Thomas: Building the Square House	 Meeting Room
	 Ned Quist
4:00 - 4:15 pm	 Break
4:15 - 5:15 pm	 Ordinary Humans, Extraordinary Lives: 250 Years of  Shakerism	 Meeting Room
	 Sharon Duane Koomler
5:15 - 6:00 pm	 Welcome Reception
6:00 - 7:30 pm	 Dinner	 Dining Room
7:30 - 8:30 pm	 New Light on Polly Reed’s Holy City	 Meeting Room
	 Douglas Winiarski

Saturday, April 20, 2024

8:00 - 8:45 am	 Breakfast	 Dining Room
9:00 - 10:00 am	 A Reconsideration of  the Neal Family	 Meeting Room
	 Stephen Paterwic
10:00 - 11:00 am	 “Blanche to Church all Alone”	 Meeting Room
	 Rebecca Soules
11:00 - 11:15 am	 Break	
11:15 - 12:15 pm	 Shaker Human-Centered User Experience	 Meeting Room
	 Daniel Gloyd
12:15 - 1:30 pm 	 Lunch	 Dining Room
1:30 - 2:30 pm	 “A Precious Day”: Echoes of  Ann Lee’s Birthday	 Meeting Room
	 Carol Medlicott
2:30 - 3:30 pm	 Shaker Bodies: Health, Diet and Corporeal Management	 Meeting Room
	 Janet Moore Lindman
3:30 - 3:45 pm	 Break
3:45 - 4:45 pm	 Remembering Kerry Hackett	 Meeting Room
	 Enfield Shaker Museum Preservation Update 
	 Richard Dabrowski
	 Tour of  the North Family Trustees Building	 North Family
	 Preview of  “Going to the Fair” Exhibit	 Room 3, 2nd Floor
	 Small Group Discussions	 Meeting Room
4:45 - 5:00 pm	 Break
5:00 - 6:00 pm	 Cocktail Reception	 Meeting Room
6:00 - 7:30 pm	 Dinner	 Dining Room
7:30 pm	 Keynote: The New Emma B. King Library	 Meeting Room
	 Jerry Grant

Sunday, April 21, 2024

8:00 - 8:45 am	 Breakfast	 Dining Room
9:00 - 10:00 am	 “Twisted Strands of  Love and Union” Shaker Carpet Weaving	 Meeting Room
	 Roben Campbell
10:00 - 11:00 am	 Shaker Novels: Children in the “Shaker Prison”	 Meeting Room
	 Richard Marshall
11:15 - 11:45 am	 Shaker Songs & Readings - Honoring Kerry Hackett’s Memory	 Meeting Room
	 Mary Ann Haagen



Schedule of  Events
Enfield Shaker Museum
2024 Spring Shaker Forum
April 19 - 21, 2024

Friday, April 19

1:00 - 2:00 pm Registration, Gift Shop

2:00 - 3:00 pm   Prismatic Utopia: An Exploration of  Shaker Uses of  Color, Brece Honeycutt

An exploration of  significant color theories and discoveries, revealing that Shakers embraced the technology 
of  color. Examples of  Shaker use of  color will focus on two pigments, Prussian blue and chrome yellow, linking 
heaven/blue to utility/yellow. This presentation will look at the practical, temporal and spiritual values of  color 
to the Shakers.

3:00 - 4:00 pm   The Gospel According to Thomas: The Accounts by Thomas Hammond and Others of  the 
Building of  the Square House, Ned Quist

No less than six Shaker accounts tell of  the building of  the Square House by Shadrach Ireland and his follow-
ers. While these sources agree on many of  the basic facts, with the exception of  the last account, each one adds 
different details or slightly different accounts. Thomas Hammond compiled three of  these sources. Embedded in 
all of  these are oral histories of  the earliest Believers, some attributed, others not.

4:15 - 5:15 pm   Ordinary Humans, Extraordinary Lives: 250 Years of  Shakerism in America,Sharon Duane 
Koomler

In this year commemorating the 250th anniversary of  the arrival of  Shakers in America, we will look at the lives 
of  men and women who dedicated themselves fully in the faith. This presentation will share brief  biographies of  
a few notable Shakers as well as of  those who may be  lesser-known. In honoring the Shakers’ sense of  commu-
nity, and with the theme of  “many hands make light work,” varied voices will give life to the Shaker story.  

5:15 - 6:00 pm   Welcome Reception, Meeting Room

6:00 - 7:30 pm   Dinner, Dining Room

7:30 - 8:30 pm   New Light on Polly Reed’s Holy City, Douglas Winiarski

Polly Jane Reed’s exquisite ink and watercolor map of  The Holy City (1843) is one of  the iconic images of  the 
Era of  Manifestations. In this illustrated presentation, a sequel to Doug’s talk at last year’s Forum, he will share 
exciting new findings about this extraordinary but enigmatic gift drawing.

Saturday, April 20
8:00 - 8:45 am   Breakfast, Dining Room

9:00 - 10:00 am   A Reconsideration of  the Neal Family, Stephen Paterwic

New Lebanon Shakers Emma and Sarah Neal were well-known figures to early non-Shaker collectors of  arti-
facts and information.  This presentation will provide a full history of  how they and their many siblings came to 
be Shakers and the ultimate fate of  each.  Detailed information about their parents will be presented.



10:00 - 11:00 am   “Blanche to Church all Alone” Canterbury’s Evolving Religious Praxis, Rebecca Soules 
During the first three decades of  the twentieth century, religious practices among the Canterbury Shakers under-
went a dramatic shift. Canterbury’s leaders prioritized the community’s industries and economic pursuits, which 
often resulted in the cancellation of  communal worship in favor of  work, even on the Sabbath. 

11:15 am - 12:15 pm  Shaker Human-Centered User Experience, Daniel Gloyd

How the Shakers warmed the user experience by prioritizing principles of  connection and belonging, transcend-
ing individual and ephemeral needs. An introduction of  the term Transcendent User Experience (ZX), with 
examples from Shaker design.

12:15 - 1:30 pm  Lunch, Dining Room

1:30 - 2:30 pm   “A Precious Day”: Echoes of  Ann Lee’s Birthday, Carol Medlicott

In 1824 the Shakers of  Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, one of  Shakerism’s farthest outposts, took the initiative to cel-
ebrate the birth of  Ann Lee with a remarkable set of  songs and poems. These were recorded decades later in 
1860, another leap-year, along with rich annotations that clarify how the day began to assume such significance.  

2:30 - 3:30 pm  Shaker Bodies: Health, Diet and Corporeal Management, Janet Moore Lindman

An examination of  Shaker beliefs through new medical treatments and theories of  the antebellum era as well as 
Shaker treatises related to food, diet, and corporeal management.  By inculcating innovative ideas related to care 
of  the body, whether through diet, dress, conduct, or medical treatment – Shakers constructed a wholistic con-
cept of  the body that was consistent with their theological beliefs and communitarian values.  

3:30 - 3:45 pm   Break

3:45 - 4:45 pm    Remembering Kerry Hackett
	 Enfield Shaker Museum Preservation Update, Richard Dabrowski
Tour of  the North Family Trustees Building, “Going to the Fair” Exhibit, or Small Group Discussions

5:00 - 6:00 pm   Welcome Reception, Meeting Room

6:00 - 7:30 pm   Dinner, Dining Room

7:30 pm   Keynote Presentation: The New Emma B. King Library,  Jerry Grant

Sunday, April 21
8:00 - 8:45 am   Breakfast, Dining Room

9:00 - 10:00 am   “Twisted Strands of  Love and Union” Shaker Carpet Weaving,  Roben Campbell

A look at Shaker carpeting, using a particular technique of  twisting together multiple threads of  different yarns 
and/or colors to increase strength, and, or create design. The roots of  the tradition using the design technique 
extend back to the year 1840, and grew out of  the Shaker tradition for combining new with old, tradition with 
new advancements, specifically in textile technologies. 

10:00 - 11:00 am   Shaker Novels: Children in the “Shaker Prison”, Richard Marshall

The Shakers accepted and helped raise many children, and often such children greatly prized their Shaker 
sojourn even if  they never became dedicated Believers, as is particularly the experience of  young Alberta Kirk-
patrick at Canterbury. 

11:15 - 11:45 am  Shaker Songs and Readings in Honor of  Kerry Hackett -  Mary Ann Haagen

We will close the Forum with a tribute to Kerry Hackett through Shaker song and readings.  Come and sing (all 
levels of  singers welcome) or come and just listen.  Music provided.



2024 Spring Shaker Forum Keynote Speaker
Jerry V. Grant has been the Director for Collections and Research at the Shaker Museum since 1987. Prior to 
this he had a decade of  experience working in various capacities – guide, oval box maker, librarian, curator, and 
director at Hancock Shaker Village and earlier as a maker of  oval boxes at the Guild of  Shaker Crafts. Trained 
as a special collections librarian and archivist, Grant has published and lectured widely about the Shakers. Jerry 
and his wife live in East Chatham, New York.
 

2024 Spring Shaker Forum Presenters
Roben Campbell is an independent scholar specializing in Harvard Shaker life. She has conducted extensive 
research and delivered papers and talks on Shaker textiles, the demographics of  Harvard, and tuberculosis as 
a major health problem in the village. In 2011 she received the Shaker Workshops Award for her research on 
burial patterns in the Harvard Shaker Cemetery, which was published in the American Communal Societies 
Quarterly. She has also been the leader of  the Boston Area Shaker Study Group since 2015.

Daniel Gloyd is a UX design and research strategist helping organizations embrace human-centered design. 
He holds a Master’s degree in Interaction Design from the pioneering UX design program at Carnegie Mel-
lon University and went on to found and manage Samsung’s User Interface team for North America at the LA 
Design Lab in Los Angeles, CA. He has helped technology leaders such as Toyota, Samsung, Ford, Bosch, and 
McDonald’s create great user experiences for their customers and employees.

Mary Ann Haagen has a life long love of  Shaker music and a passion for sharing it with others.  Mary Ann is 
a Shaker scholar, musician, and retired music teacher. Her research focuses on the N.H. Shaker communities. 
She lectures widely on Shaker history, music, and dance and has recorded three CDs with a vocal ensemble she 
directed. The group’s DVD, We Find No Harm in Dancing, documents their work with Shaker dance. Her articles 
on Shaker history appear regularly in Shaker Museum publications. Mary Ann is a volunteer at the Enfield 
Shaker Museum and a visiting scholar in the music department at Dartmouth College.  

Brece Honeycutt, a multi-media artist, uses research as material for her history and nature based works.  She 
holds a B.A. in Art History from Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, and an M.F.A. in Sculpture from Colum-
bia University, New York.  Honeycutt was awarded a 2023 Winterthur Maker-Creator Fellowship for her project 
“Prismatic Utopia” and in 2020 was an artist-in-residence at Hancock Shaker Village.  Copy Press UK pub-
lished her 2022 audio-visual essay, ‘A Bird to overhear-‘ linked to her fellowship research at the American 
Antiquarian Society.

Sharon Duane Koomler (East Chatham, NY) is a Shaker scholar, small farmer, and traditional letterpress 
printer living in upstate New York. She has academic degrees in American Folklore from Indiana University 
and Western Kentucky University. Sharon has worked at Shaker Museums from Kentucky to New Hampshire 
as an educator, curator, consultant, and director. She has written and published on Shaker material culture and 
spirituality, and lectured widely on Shaker art, life, and belief. Sharon has a particular interest in the under-re-
searched social aspects of  Shaker life and ways in which Shakers practiced inclusion and intentionality. 

Janet Moore Lindman is a Professor in the Department of  History at Rowan University in Glassboro, NJ.  
She holds a PhD in U.S. Colonial and U.S. Women’s History from the University of  Minnesota. She has pub-
lished numerous articles on gender history and religion in America. Her most recent book is titled A Vivifying 
Spirit:  Quaker Practice and Reform in Antebellum America.



Carol Medlicott is an Associate Professor in the Department of  History & Geography at Northern Kentucky 
University. She also serves as Interpretive Consultant at Pleasant Hill Shaker Village, KY.  In addition, Carol has 
been the Editor-in-Chief  of  the Communal Societies, Journal of  Communal Studies Association. She is the author 
of  four Shaker history including Issachar Bates: A Shaker’s Journey. She is currently serving as a member of  the En-
field Shaker Museum Board of  Trustees.

Richard Marshall holds a Ph.D. in English from Purdue University. He is currently both an Associate Profes-
sor in the Department of  English and the Writing Lab Director at the University of  Indianapolis. Richard has 
presented on the Shakers in a variety of  settings including most recently at the Communal Studies Association 
Annual Conference in 2016. Richard’s primary scholarly interests include the Shakers in literature and history, 
American slave narratives, and literature about slavery.

Stephen Paterwic has been researching the Shakers since 1967. Stephen shares his love of  the Shakers 
through his research, lectures, articles and collaborations.  His Historical Dictionary of  the Shakers  and The Shakers of  
Enfield, Connecticut are only two of  his many important publications in the field of  Shaker Studies. Currently, he 
serves as an overseer at Hancock Shaker Village and as a trustee of  Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village. 

Ned Quist is a retired academic librarian who served as an Associate University Librarian for Research and 
Outreach for Brown University from 2011 – 2018. Prior to that, he was the Music Librarian at the Orwig Music 
Library at Brown University from 2001 – 2011 and the Head Librarian at the Peabody Conservator of  Music at 
Johns Hopkins University from 1976 – 2001. Currently, he is an independent researcher working on in the field 
of  Shaker Studies with a particular focus on the Harvard community, and Shaker mills, wherever found.

Rebecca Soules is the Curator of  Collections at Pleasant Hill Shaker Village in Kentucky. Before moving 
south Rebecca was Interpretation Manager and Educator at Canterbury Shaker Village. Rebecca received a 
Master of  Arts in Public Humanities from Brown University. As an undergraduate, she was awarded the Ameri-
can Civilization Senior Thesis Prize for her work, “Being Shaker in the Twentieth Century”. She has also partic-
ipated in several public history projects including those on the Annmary Brown Memorial in Providence, RI and 
the Marshfield Pioneer Cemetery in Coos Bay, OR.

Douglas Winiarski is a Professor of  Religious Studies at the University of  Richmond where he has worked for 
more than twenty years. In addition, he serves as a peer reviewer for the New England Quarterly, Oxford University 
Press, among others.  He has served as a consultant for Pleasant Hill Shaker Village, KY. Doug has an impres-
sive list of  publications, awards, grants, and appointments in the field of  religious studies.



Enfield Shaker Museum
447 NH Route 4A
Enfield, NH 03748

603.632.4346
shakermuseum.org

  




